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(b) Unless by exception authorised by the Secretary of State for
Supply, to branches of activity and firms distributing goods
necessary for agricultural production, or food produce not
ready for consumption by retail clients.

But even in these two cases the General Committee continues
to have power to decide all commercial questions apart from the
nature of the product sold (especially as regards matters of fair
competition and respect for the interests of customers).

Furthermore, certain trades may be attached at the same time
to an industrial Organizing Committee and to the General Organiz-
ing Committee for Commerce. In this case decisions must be*
subject to the approval of both Committees.

2. THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE
The General Committee has as its chief tasks:
(i) To co-ordinate returns and to lay down the rules governing
the issue of professional cards.
(2.) To study and propose to the Industrial Organizing Committees
and agricultural bodies measures calculated to secure the
satisfaction of the needs of consumers.
(3)  To assist in the preparation and the application of regulations
dealing with allocation., with price control, the structure of
business firms, and methods of sale.
(4)  To study "all measures tending to put at the disposal of con-
sumers the maximum quantity of goods at the lowest prices
with the least delay."
(5)  To act as a link between the public powers and French or
foreign organizations on the one hand, and the separate
Organizing Committees on the other.
II. The Organization of the General Committee
The organization of the General Committee is somewhat
complicated.
At its head there is a responsible Delegate-General, Pierre
Benserts, assisted by a Committee of Management, a Consultative
Committee, and separate Organizing Committees. If he is not
available his place is taken by a member of the Committee of
Management appointed by the Government Commissary.
The Delegate-General and the members of the Committee of
Management, chosen from commercial circles, are appointed by
decrees. The members of the separate Organizing^ Committees
for each branch of activity are appointed by ministerial orders.
The members of the Consultative Commission are similarly